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Government of the Reich, which intended to exploit the position
for blackmail. The return to Paris was continually promised, but
never materialized.

On August 13, 1940, Marshal Petain once more declared:

Paris, the heart and the brain of the Nation, the crucible in which
from time immemorial the destinies of our country wrought them-
selves out, remains in the eyes of the French the natural seat of
government authority. Ever since the armistice came into force
my Government has done its utmost to obtain from the German
Government permission to return to Paris and Versailles. . . .
We must continue to wait, but I think I can assure you it is now
only a matter of time.

On August izy 1941, or a year later almost to the day. Marshal
Petain was forced to say:

France can only be really governed from Paris. I cannot return
to Paris as yet, and I shall return only when certain possibilities have
been offered to me. . . ,

At the beginning of 1942 the position is unchanged.

2. LIBERATION OF OUR TERRITORY
At the end of January 1942 the Vichy Government had not
yet secured the liberation of any portion of the occupied territory.
The Reich has not even consented to make rectifications of the
line of demarcation that without involving any principle would
have simplified the task of administration. The only rectification
that has been granted is concerned with those parts of Haute-Savoie
that lie on the left bank of the Rhone, which have been transferred
from the occupied zone to the free zone (Le Journal, August 28,
1941).
To tell the truth, the freeing of a part of our territory seerns
bound up with the signing of economic agreements allowing the
Reich to employ industrial plants in the free zone under the same
conditions as those in the occupied zone. It therefore implies
complete economic collaboration.
Certain communes remain cut in two by the line of demarcation.
The jurisdictions of many courts are similarly divided. Municipal
administration and the administration of justice suffer very greatly
from this state of things.
It seems that one of the results of the Hitler-Darlan agreements
ought to be a reduction of the occupied zone. But no definite
information has so far been made public on this point.